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“Big Rock” Principles

• 2021
• Legislative Power
• Census Bureau
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Key Apportionment Components
• U.S. Constitution:

“Representatives . . . shall be apportioned 
among the several States . . . according to 
their respective Number”    – Art. I § 2, cl. 3 –

• Congress:
“apportionment of the . . .existing number 
of Representatives” (435 in 1929). 
– 2 U.S.C.A. § 2a –

• Effect:
• Zero-sum game
• Growth >/< Average, Seats↑/↓
• Similar for state-level unless number of 

seats changed



Redistricting Timeline

2018

April 

1

Dec 

31

Census Delivers Data 

to President

Census Day

Testing

State/Census Boundary 

Alignment

2018-

2020

Deadline for Census 

Bureau to Give Data to 

States

April 

1

Legislature Draws Districts
April-

March

Deadline for 

Legislature to Adopt 

New Districts

March 

10

Officials Elected 

in New Districts
Nov 8

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Jan 

10

President Delivers 

Apportionment to 

U.S. House



Optional Redistricting Processes

• Non-Prescriptive for Future Legislatures
• Redistricting Committee
• Public Hearings/Tour
• Public Software to Draw/Submit Maps
• Recommends Maps to Legislature
• Special Session
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• Redistricting Committee
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• Recommends Maps to Legislature
• Special Session

Better Boundaries Initiative
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